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LOCKPOnT - It is hishly

u ikely tlrat a couDty-wide
sales lax will go into ellect
here in 1068, according to the
chairman oI &e Board of
Nisgala couniy sulervisoN,
J. Paul ]:Iewilt of Lewislon.

The vetemn legislalor says,
howeler, ii's only a matt€r
ol tima nelorr such a tax

"It doesn't appear lo me
tl'at it'll come bcforc the end
ol this year," he said. "and
lvili cel.lainly not irc includerl
in lte estimatcd revenres ol
Urc 1969 budset.

"In ordcr to enact a sales
ta{ there will havc lo bc
pL'blic hearings and rhe ]ike
and tle budget officer icoun-
ty Tleasurer Llotd PateNon)
rs pl€s€nuy preparins the
1960 budget.

"There jL'st wouldn't be

His rema*s were made ln
lesponse to published reports

thai the county.wide sales tax
wottld so into ellect very
soon, perhaps even b€Iore tle

''I kno\r ot no resolutions
having been propared or
ptcsengy being !rcpared fo!
the !ar," Mr. I.l€witl said.

"I DON'T DOUBT lor a
rnnule, urotrgh, llrat the tax
\lill eventually be enactcd.

"lvilh ll'e cost oI the coun-
ty s share oMc Niagara
Counh' Communjtr Collcgc, I
sec no way around it.',

N o i i n g  l h a t  m o s t
nlunjclpalitics i'r the county
a n d  n e a r l y  e v c r y  s c h o o l
district a1€ looldng lo$ard
lo ihc tax, he adds that mosi
or lhc school dislricts hale

"They are looking at the
salcs lax as a completclJ new
source oI reyenuc," l€ sai.l,'\iten it should be looked at
as a means of holdins aDd

rerhaps er€n love|lns real

"If \re 80 alread anil spend
this as a nee source ol Ino-
ney, ne'fe not accomplishing
a thing,"

Mr. tlewitt also noted that
the sales td is a very

"Those who can afford it
most and 80 out and buy lux-
urious items, ol corrsc, wilt

"Those who only hale hro-
n€x for lood :nd renl. won t

IN &ECENT WI]EXS it ]ras
becn rumored that a com.
hitlee headed lX Surr€rvisor'Wilted 

G. Miles of Newtanc,
appointed to studx t l c
ieasibiliiy oI tne sales tax,
may be rcady to srbmi! the

llr. Niles indicated earlier
tlrat a three ler cent sales
lax could Det tte counly alrout

Membefs of the l.ocliport
C o n m o n  C o u n c i l  r e c e n t l y
enacted a one per cent city
sales 1ax whicb is suplosed
10 co into eftect Dec. 1. r

Most observers felt tbat the
more Pas jusl an aclion to
spur on counly legislators 10
ena( tno cornty-wide tax.

Nany gfoups havc since
loic€d oDposition to the rrro-
losed city lax and soulces
h3!e iMicated that the city
may back down to demands
ol local }Ninessnrcn, eho
lrale charged rlat the 1ax
would ltill oII holiday business

A srouD oI the busiiess
lcadcrs n€l in a pivatc ses-
sron with city lathcrs earlier

onc source idicar€d that
the city agrc€d with the
businessmen and hinted that
a nelv motion vill be made
soon nhich would delay
cnaciment 0f tlre city tax until
Jan. L

io dry lor about five minutes,
an employe molds a layer ol
resdar tread nbber, wlriclr
is puclused flom tire com-
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Of Lochport Recap Business
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more p€$ons ate us ing
recapped tires every day, ac-
cording to Fred Zimmelman,
s paltner ol. Zimmies Tire
Service Inc. her€.

Locat€d at Church and
Niagara streeis here, the
business operated ty Frcd
and his brcther, Ronald, is
txe only place jn Ure cily
nhere ti.es are "recap!ed,,'
or rebuilt !o be used again.

Mountains of used tires of-
ten pil€ uD in tront oI the
building vhile on the inside.
ihe Zimmemans and llleir
employos use nev €qulpmonr
\vhich enables Urem to rccao' 
lires laster and belter rhan

The fitm, aDother o I
Lockport \  many smal ler
businesses, tums out about
12,000 Ures each and cvery

'lhc business was started in
1946 by ftc Zlmmermanj
faur€f, Clarenc€, vho s.t up
shop in a small building at
tie back ol his home at 249
No(h Transit St.

In 1954, Mr. Zinmeman
bousht the buildjng at the
pres€nt location and was
loided in the shop by his old€r

Ronald join€d the lirm
when he compl€t€d h igh
school in 1959.

TIIE TWO SONS took oler
tlre business Ircm tlrelr faihor
\rh€n he refred in 1961. Nr.
Zimmerman died in 1904.

Business proslercd from
tha very beginnins.

Tho brothers had enlered
n e g o l i a i i o n s  l o  p u r c h a s e
huildings near the preseni sile
jn order to oxpand facilitjes,
but have posiponed llans be-
causa their properlt' inll
prcbably be acquircd by thc
shie for the construciior oI
Route 78.

They said Uray plan to
relocaie as s00n 3s the state

Improrcd melhods leading
to inprov€d (lualiiy in recaE
ped tires over fte yeafs has
led to the growth ol ihe

"It's surc a loi d'frerent
now dran it was when dad
firit sl-alicd $e business, '

"Take tne apl licauon or
rubb€r cenent on the bufled
tiras," he conlintred.

"When dad firsi starled, the
cenlent lxas applied dsht
lrcm the bucket in a heavy
layer with a big bllrsh."

"That was the last thing
tley did €very night," added
Ronald, "because the tl€s
leed€d to, stand ovemi8nt

OPERATION BEGINS-Ronold P. Zimmermon,
vice presidenl of f irm heoded by his brother,
ploces "bofd" t ire on buffer. Whirl ing octron
of the mochine removes oi l l  fhoi remoins of
originol tread ond prepores fo|forther sreps
leoding io f inol retreoding.-Gozete Photo,

spreads the lim ot the ljre
v i d e  a l l o v i n g  a  c l o s e r
inspection of lre inside oI a

Any lires wjih brealis, cuts
or holes in thc inside are rc-

Another emtlo]-e, m.an-
\ihile, s'orks on ii€ pites ot

Placirg tlrem oD a couapsi-
ble .im with a seli intlatable
tube, which is pa{ of the
"buffins" machjne, thc
employe thcn works the lire
aro'rnd the whirling base ol
the nachine lvhich grinds or
"bulfs ' the outer surtace ot
lne tire, rcmoving att of sbat
rcnains of the original lrcad

Once again. tircs vhich
show weak spots during this
pfoccss are rejccted.

TUlj NACIIINtr oDeratol
Iollows a suide lrack dudrg
tho proccss $hich not onty
btrffs ihe lifes, but contours
the to Ureir regular dimen,

The layer of liquid rtbber
cement js then sprlyed on
tlre rough outer surtace,

AIle! tle cemen! i! aloved

to dry lor about live minute!,
aD employe molds a layer of
r€sula trcad mbber, which
$ purchas€d tuom tirc com.
panies, around re tjrc.

A machine h€lps Inold De
trcad rubber to the tire aDd
ensures a strcnser unilolm
glip. Ilowever, the machine
op€mlor nust t nl and butt
Ure two ends logethcr.

Th€ ihickness of the layer
ot tread rubber deDends, of
course, on the tlpc of tir€
to )e $oduced. Snow Ures,
Ior instance, b€cause of their
decper tead desiSn fo r
stmnger surer arips rcquire
a heavier larer of tr€ad rub-
ber than a resular car tbe.

Once the lread mbbef is
in place, lhe ra is ready

One of lhc €inployes thcn
takes the lire and placas a
"bag" (cufing tube) jnside
alons wilh a oring rim.

It is lben pul on a larye
Drcss ltpe machine $here it

As lhe mold closes over tho
tirc, the curing lube is
aulomalically intialed and hot
sleam (about 300 degrees) is
Dlaccd on the oulsjde-

TIID IIoLD, with t h e
€nclosed tire, is then rolted
10 anolher scction of ltre
Duilding where it is nooked
uP lo steanl and air lincs
to mnljnue tle prccess,

The air lressure rrom the
nrsi.le of the iire Dushes the
tjre agai.st the trcad desjsr

The conslan! steam leat,
meanwbile, \e€Ds the outside
ot the tire soll and plable
and tbe tire works ils way
slowh inro the oevices ol th€
trcad design in the nokl.

Alt€r about 45 minutes, thc
tire is removed ffon the mol.l
and placed aside lo cool.

A short time laler employes
trim oif any excess rubber
and ilre tife is ready to bc

S c o f e s  o l  i n d i v i d u a t
cLrslomcrs come to lhe tirm
daily 1o purchase $capped
ures, but local seNice str-
t'ons and used car dealers
arc other major customers.

The Iirm also does a healy
tluck tire rccapping husiness.

Winler, of course. with its
snov and ice, is the }usiest
timc ot the year lor the

"lvc'ro swamped on the day
ol tllc first srovlali," said
Ired who jokinsly added, "we
almost hate 10 see that day

Th€y very seldom run out.
nowever, b€caus€, as Fred
noted, 'lvh€nevcr \le ha\le
frea tune ve build up on our

belore the cement $as rcady
{or lhe aDplicalion oI a nerv
layer of tlead rubber."

Now lhe c€ment is sDraycd
on. Besides producing a more
€ven layer oI cenent, ii
leales $o tire read! Ior the
neiv tread Nbbor ln about

OLD TTBES come in from
a multitude of sources.

Uscd car dealers, local
servLce stat ions,  scrap
daalers, and jndividual scrap
collectols bring in tires al

"Wo can n€ler ge! too
Inany," said lred, vho not€d
Urat about {0 per cent oI all
the tircs they receive are nn,
suitable ior rccapping rruF

rraDy or these unsuitable
tires are sold 10 arca laners
who use ih€m lor smudse
Iircs in their lields and or-
chads, the r€s! ol the 1irc5
are hauled avay 1o the city

Once in Ure shop, $c
rcus€abl€ tjres are givon a
close! inspeclion by a n
employe who places Uren on
a "spreader." a device vhich
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